
DECEMBEB 1947 MONTHLY WEATHER REVIEW 

SEVERE LOCAL STORMS FOR DECEMBER 1947 

IThe table hereunder contains such data as have been received concerning severe Inc 

Place 

Dodge Citv kans  north 
erstward’&mss Si‘ate. 

Nebraska: southeastern por 
t i o n  s o u t h  of Plattc 
River, and northeastern 
portion. 

Iowa: wide belt from south. 
west to northeast. 

Iowa, northwest half- - - - - _ _  
fiimmesport, La.. - - - - - - - -. - 
Pensamla, Fla _ _ _ _ _ _  _ _ _  ____. 

Wilkes-Barre, Pa.. - - - - - -. - 
New York City, N. Y., and 

vicinity. 

Vanceville, Cotton Valley. 
Leton. Dykesville, and 
Haynesville, La. 

Three Creeks, and commu- 
nity 2 miles south of El Do- 
rado, Ark. 

Strong. Ark _____...________ 
Oxford, Ark _____..._.______ 

Arkansas; Columbia. Union 
Jeffrrson. Lee: and Crit: 
tenden Counties. 

Qrenada, Miss _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
Muford, Tenn _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
Milan, Newbern, and Eads, 

Tenn. 

Date 

2% 

3-4 

3-4 

7 

e 
16 

ie 
2Fr27 

31 

31 

31 

31 
31 

31 

31 

31 

31 

245-3:lO p. m. 
M. S. T. 

Evening 2d- 
a f t  e. rn o o n 
3d. 

.ate a f t e r -  
nom of 3d, 
cont.iniiin# 
into 4th. 

5:4Wa.m ... 
3:a a. m-----  
12:43-3 a. m. 
,:a0 a. m. 28th- 
3:05a.m.Z7th 

I:004:30 p. m 

Ip. m. C. 8. T 

hbout 5 p. m. 

!bout 5 p. m. 
p. m. C. S. T 

‘:45-10:30 p. m 

Late p. m...- 
n:16 p. m. 0. 

.0:45 p. m. C. 
8. T. 

8. T. 

- - 
Width 
Df path 
yards 

50-100 

.--._._ 

50 

. . . . -. 

orolc 

Value of 
roperty 

C T  estroyed 

rtornrs tbat occurred during the month. A rerised list will appear in the United States hlete- 
tal Yearbook] 

Character of storn 

Small tornado ..... 

Ice and glnzp .....- 

Freezing rain (glaze 

Sleet nnd mowp. -. . 

-... do.. ._. .. ..-. . 

Wind. .-.. . . ._. . . . 

Tornado.. . .--. . .. 

Wind. .. ... ... .... 

Snow. .__. . . -. ___. 

Tornado, heavy hai 

_ _ _ _ d o  

Wind. 

Eigh winds. hear) 
ram, light hail 
and lightning. 

E igh  w i n d s  and 
light hail. 

Remarks 

.4 tornado aloft, after which tube disipsted. Parent cloud ohscured 
by lorncr layer through w-hich funnel cloud prnetrated. Tube por- 
tion alm-oximately hiirizontal most of its length, with lower end 
slantiiig more sharply toward ground. Lnwrrr-clnuds were at Y.000 
feet. A D E 4  pilot at 1,100 feet rPport.Pd what 8pprarpd to br a 
tornsdo in vicinity of Phoeiiir. Tornadn moced iicirt~ir~st.ward 
passing west and north of Phoenix. Hail fell. A heavy rain show;  
occurred. No especially strong winds mi surfcce. rsccpt. vicinity of 
Six Points on West AIcDnwell Rosd. 1- 2nd 2-inch [kinks scat.tered 
urd dampged to extent. of about 8.50. 2 steel trailers. weighing 2,500 
pounds each, liftril into the air. twirlrd arnuuil, ani1 1 dropprd up- 
side down; no npprecinble d31uage. Whirl of wind esbimatcd hy 
eye ait.nesses to be 50 to 100 fret i n  diamet.er; its pat.11 on thr surface 
only ahout $4 mile long: fillrd with dust and blnwing paper. but 
otherwise not. csperiqlly dnrk or crpiiqua. 

Repnrtnd as worst storm nf this nature in this section. Traffic de- 
layrd; power and communication linps 
falling limhs: trees and shrubs split and h 
severely nnd unharrcstrd graui sorghums 

Over 1,000 poles of telephone snd power IinPs rerirrired replacement: 
over 2?,000 wire hrpaks. hlucl? dsni:.ge to trees. uot inrluiled in 
est.imatr. Considrrshle int.erruption t n  nioinr trsliic. Ice i.ncreLised 
dianret.er of !.$-inch wires to 1 t n  2 inches. 

Freezing rain coated cnmn1onic;iti ines with !6 to 155 inches of ice; 
heaviest accumulotion in sout.h t where mauy telephone lilies 
hroke down: damage 1.0 lines est t h  at more t.lian $SOO,OI~.  

1 to 6 inches new snow, prrcPded by soiire rxin and glme. formed an 
additionnl coating on tclrphniir and poww circuits; lincs also whipped 
by strong minds; numernus hrmks occurrP,i. 

Storm moved nnrthmsfnnrd; iinrookd 7 nr S homes. destroyed seve.ral 
onthoiws. and uprrmteil consiilenihle timber. 

Storm pat.11 about 1 I!iilv long: 4 pers(ws injured; 1 dwelliug and st.orc 
demolished; srveral dwelliugs suffi,red major dnmrrgr. 

Electric srrviccs disrupted; l~us~res s  distrirt. great.1,: damagrd hy winds 
1113 to  70 N. p. h.: nrorP than a score of shorn windows shattered. 

Heaviest siionfnll nf record hronght all t.raffic to near st.andstil1. Thou- 
sands of autouiobilcs ahantli~nr~l in street.s a:id highways: coin- 
n:uters marooned. Only 60 percent of streets cleared hy Jan. 2. 
Cost of SIIOW removal and econoinic losses must be mensiired ui 
unestimat.ed millions 01 ddiars. 

First observed croscing Louisiau3 Hi:hwav No. In. just south of Vunce- 
ville, by a t.ravclrr who estimated diauieter of tornado at. 2n ynrds. 
Crossing wooded and swampy land. il struck the oil and farmiiig 
town of Cot.ton Valley ut 4:15 p. m.. about jz mile south of busiuess 
district. dsmagiiig 15 1.0 XI homes. then swin~iiirr ahruptly around 
bypassing t.he town on a wrstwarud t.rark’and I&pina. it struck husi- 
ness district aeain from southwest. Moving eastward, it struck small 
community of Letou, and from the south. Dykesville. .4t 431) p. m. 
passed over western and northern edge of Hayncsrille. At Cotton 
Valley, 15 of the buildinps destroyed or sercrely darua.red: 14 persons 
deid 200 injured. 100 homes 50 businpss places, 3nd 311 nudetermined 
niimber of oil derricks destrbyed. At Hayne4l:e. ? persons killed; 
20 injured. 25 homes destroved and 50 dnmnged. At Leton and 
Dgkesville: 1 person killed at each place. Damages estimated at 
$1.0O0,000 in Cotton Vallcy and 9450.000 at Hay!wwille, the re- 
mainder beine nt Letou, Dykesvillr. interveuing count.ryslde. 
Mayor of Cotton Valley estimated time of pnssage over that town on 
both tracks 3s about 2 minutrs. 

Struck first at Qillham; moved northenstrnard over mountainous and 
sparsely settled sections. Damaged 20 homes in Clillham; injured 3 
people. 

Possiblv same storm that originated near Shreveport, La. Damaged 6 
honirs; injured several people. 

Several houses unroofed. 
Possihlv same storm that struck Ciillham. Dama?2ed 3 homes; no in- 

juries. 
OriRiuat.ed just south of Magnolia; morril northeastwxd. In  Colum- 

bia aud, Union Countil;s, 1 person killrd: 10 injured: 13 homes. 1 
ppmnaeium. and 10 oil r17s destroyed. Struck Get.hsrmrne. Jefierson 
‘20.. ahout R p. m.; several t.enants’ homes 8dest.royt.d: 1 person killed; 
10 injured. Hit h1ari:inna an; Brikeys sections of Lee Co.. shout 
9:4S p. m.: 30 homes damseed. ,5 people injured. Passed over edee 
of Marion in Crittenden Co.. About. 1030 p. m., damaging 3 homes, 
injurinz 1 person. This appears to have been oue tornado that. 
continued into Tennessee as nindst.orm. 

Apparently not a tornado. Considerable timber hlown down; barns 
demolished. 

Two small homes demolished. Damage to trees. power and telephone 
line? windows. chimnPys, roofs. Two persons slightly injured. No 
indidation of a tornado. 

Damage to telephone and power lines, trees, windows. chimneys, a few 
automobiles, farm equipment. tin roofs; ahout 22 small houses and 
outhuildings almost completely de.molished; 9 persons injured. No 
evidence of a tornado. 

1 Miles Instead of yards: 
1 1 5 5 1 3 - 4 9 8  
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Character of storm 

MONTHLT WEATHER REVIEW 

Remarks 

____.___ 

DECEMBEB 1947 

Thunderstorm and 

Elect.r ical___________ 

Tornado--.-----._-. 

wind. 

____do _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  ~-.. 

Heavy snow --...... 

LATE STORM REPORTS FOR AUGUST-NOVEMBER 1947 

Meteorological Yesbook] 
[The table hereunder contains such data as were received concerning severe local storms that occurred during these months. A revised list will appear in the Unlted States 

St.orm from southwest damaged 2 buildings, injured 2 peoplq. Trees 

Lightning struck and burned barn 5 miles south of Shelbina. 

Storm from northwest struck eastern part 01 hlercer and western part 
of Putnam Count.ies, resulting in considerable pr0pert.y and crop 
damage. Numerous homes b a n s  outbuildings. trees wires. and few 
windmills damaged or blo& do& most haystacks'in storm path 
blown down or tops blown off. Considerable damage to corn and 
soybeans by hail. 

Storm from southwest, struck few miles south and east of Fulton, dam- 
a-zuig homes, barns, outbuildings, trees, wires, and killing poultry. 
Moderate hail damngcd corn and gardens; stones 1 to 1% inches IU 
diameter. Crop damage estimated at $1,000. Driving rain caused 
much damage. 

Heavy, wet snow, with amounts up  to 10 inches, covered most of State 
night of 14th. Weight of snow or fullen tree limbs caused scattered 
wire brenks in telephone and telegraph lines. Storm damage to tele- 
phone lines alone estimated from $50,000 to $75,000. 

and wires blown down; several small fires start.ed by Iightumg. 

Place 

---- 
Et. L O U ~ ,  Mo _____________. 
Shelby County, Mo _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
Mercer and Putnam Coun 

ties, Mo. 

Callaway County, Mo----. 

Iowa: central and norther] 
portions. 

Date 

A"% 

20 

Sptembe: 
11 

11 

Voocmbe 
14-16 

Time 

Early morning 

11 : 10-1 1 : 2! 
a. m. 

Value of 
property 
jestroycd 

$6, OOO 

1 Miles instead of yard& 


